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PRESS NOTE

ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai is a Centre of Excellence in Fisheries Higher Education in the country. It 
also has the reputation of being the only university in the world that produces master's and doctoral 
students in 11 highly specialized disciplines of fisheries. It has also developed many technologies to 
promote the fisheries sector in the country.

ICAR-CIFE celebrated its XVIII Convocation to confer degrees on 8th March 2025. In this 
Convocation, Director and Vice Chancellor of ICAR-CIFE, Dr. Ravishankar C.N., conferred degrees on 
91 Master's and 51 Ph.D. students.

Hon’ble Mr. George Kurian, Minister of State for Fisheries, Animal Husbandry, Dairying and 
Minority Affairs; was the Chief Guest of the function and Guests of Honour, Dr. Joykrushna Jena, Deputy 
Director General (Fisheries Science), ICAR, and Dr. Prof Nazir Ahmad Ganai, Vice Chancellor, Sher-e- 
Kashmir University of Agricultural Science and Technology (SKUAST), Srinagar also graced the 
occasion.

The Chief Guest lauded the role of professional fisheries education in supporting a thriving and 
rapidly growing sector that employs up to 28 million people across India. Globally, capture fisheries and 
aquaculture are contributing equally to fish production, indicating a paradigm shift, wherein more 
emphasis rests on advanced aquaculture production systems that conserve and recycle water and energy, 
utilise genetically improved strains, efficient feed and health management strategies. This fact presents 
golden opportunities to fisheries professionals, as they are best equipped to become entrepreneurs, and 
must seize this moment of a booming start-up culture brought in by this government. In fact, CIFE, other 
ICAR Fisheries Institutes and Agricultural Universities have developed advanced technologies that can 
lead to enterprises. He appreciated CIFE’s efforts to promote student entrepreneurship that will contribute 
to the transformation o f India from a service economy to a knowledge-based economy and fulfil the 
dream of becoming ‘ Viksit B haraf by 2047.

The fisheries sector contributes to nearly 1.2% o f India’s GDP, and export earnings were 
?60,523.89 crore during 2023-24 with 132 countries as trading partners. Pradhan Mantri M atsya Sampada 
Yojana (PMMSY) o f Govt o f India, launched in 2019 has supported ~32 lakh fishers and farmers from 22 
States and seven UTs under insurance coverage and an almost 7 lakh fishers have been covered for 
livelihood and nutritional support during the lean/ban period. In continued emphasis on the sector, the 
Pradhan Mantri M atsya Kisan Samridhi Yojana (PMMKSY) was launched in 2024. Due to these efforts 
the domestic fish consumption is now 13.1 kg/capita.

He congratulated the students who excelled and won medals, and urged CIFE to continue to augment its stature in 
the field of higher education
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