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fI f  Pi ̂  41«M f̂t f%RR RRft ^1 w% rr sRrrffft atr ^Niff f t  w rrrt rprr f
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Ocean Film Festival of India organised on 6/4/25 by



Ecofolks, National Film Development Corporation (NFDC),

ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries Education,

AquaSail Limited and Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Botanical Udyan and Zoo, Mumbai

Ocean Film Festival of India was organised on 6/4/25 by Ecofolks, 
National Film Development Corporation (NFDC), ICAR-Central Institute of Fisheries 
Education, AquaSail Ltd. and Veermata Jijabai Bhosale Botanical Udyan and Zoo, Mumbai.

The venue of the Ocean Film Festival of India was 3D Auditorium, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale 
Botanical Udyan and Zoo, Byculla which was established in 1862 & the only zoo in the 
country to successfully introduce the Penguins,
followed by a Sailing Event at Gateway of India, Mumbai.

This Ocean Film Festival of India was organised in continuation to the SEAmposium 2.0 
which was conducted last year where ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai was a partner. Ocean Film 
Festival of India & SEAmposium has served as an important platform for bringing together 
the stakeholders and driving action on this last big resource, ‘The Ocean’; and in promoting 
awareness about the importance of marine conservation and sustainable practices. It aimed to 
educate students, faculty, children and the community on marine ecosystems and their 
preservation through films and sailing event.

This festival facilitated meaningful discussions among experts, researchers and stakeholders 
in the field of marine science and provide a platform for networking and collaboration among 
individuals and organizations interested in ocean conservation efforts.

The inauguration event was graced by Shri. D. Ramakrishnan, General Manager, National 
Film Development Council, Shri. Paresh Pimple, Ecofolks, Zia Hajeehboy, Director, 
Aquasail Pvt Ltd,. Dr. Abhishek Satam, Zoo biologist, Zoo, Veermata Jijabai Bhosale 
Botanical Udyan and Zoo, and Dr. Arpita Sharma, Head FEES and Principal Scientist, 
ICAR-CIFE, Mumbai. Renowned Advertising Guru Prahlad Kakkar provided special 
message on Ocean Conservation in his address.

The event started with screening of the film Khalasis of Malabar which was a portrayal of 
Kerala's maritime community and their seafaring traditions. Second film was under the 
Species and Habitats Awareness Programme in Maharashtra, with a focus on the local 
communities that coexist and thrive with them and a film on Achra Creek in Sindhudurg, 
Dolphins of Maharashtra.

This was followed by NFDC’s Masterclass department on sailing by Ms. Dhaniyo Paio artist 
and film maker. She presented unique blending of experience of all women sailing 
for ocean preservation and Sailors’ lessons from the sea. A film by Ms. Leslie on ocean 
accessibility to all in scuba diving was also presented.

This was followed by sailing event at the Gateway of India which was organised by Aqua sail 
Limited. CIFE students participated in the programme and recorded a message for youth on 
Ocean Conservation by Prhalad Kakkar renowned advertising Guru.



From films to sailing experiences, the Ocean Film Festival 2025 highlighted the power of 
storytelling and the sea by bringing together experts and thought leaders from various fields, 
including scientists, film makers, policymakers, academicians, students, children, and civil 
society, to engage in fruitful discussions on a range of topics for ocean conservation.
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